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An overview of situation in Lithuania regarding children with special needs and/or disabilities: Briefing for the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Pre-session Working Group – September 2015
From Charity and Support Foundation "Algojimas" Lithuania, 

info@algojimas.lt, neringa@algojimas.lt
	Who we are?

Charity and Support Foundation “Algojimas” was established in 2008. It is the only 
non-governmental organization in Lithuania that helps families, which raises children with
disabilities despite the nature and level of disability. Charity and Support Foundation is actively 

working in advocacy field of children with special needs and/or disabilities, also, their families,

focusing on these main areas:

· complex and comprehensive support; 

· cooperation and communication with Lithuanian and foreign institutions, organizations and 

agencies working in child and family welfare field;

· development and implementation of complex services;

· providence of consultations and methodical recommendations.  

Our mission is to change society’s attitude towards disability aiming to successful inclusion of the

 child with special needs and/or disabilities and his/her family into society. Our vision is

 a tolerant society and successfully developed complex services. 
Common overview
1. According to the data of the Department of Statistics our fund evaluated that there are over 30 000 children with disabilities in Lithuania. Every day disability is determined to five - six children on average (Department of Statistics). Moreover, special needs are identified for every tenth child in Lithuania.
2. Lithuania allocates huge funds for  education, health and social integration of children with disabilities and/or special needs, but those facilities are not  individualized and are not transformed for a particular child. State funding for all children with special needs are higher (35 percent )  than ordinary children, but the use of funding is not regulated and/or audited. It creates preconditions to provide  poor quality services or even not to provide at all, even though the funding comes from the state. 

3. State funding for education, health and social integration for children with disabilities and/or special needs is distributed through the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Social Security and Labor, Ministry of Education. Due to the lack of the inter-institutional cooperation, the funds allocated by the state to finance services, do not reach many children.
4. Due to inadequate infrastructure and a lack of professional competence 7000 children with disabilities and/or special needs do not attend school institutions and does not receive educational services.
5. Children with mentally or complex disabilities who have completed compulsory education (10 classes), have no possibility of a handicraft or profession acquisition, so these persons become dependent on the state.
6. Children with mentally or complex disabilities and persons with disabilities from childhood have no opportunities to participate in funded vocational rehabilitation programs.
7. State social integration programs focuses on adults with disabilities, not on children.
8. Usage of concepts is not harmonized in legislation of different ministries (for example: special needs).
9. Child's disability and social assistance pensions provided by the state to his guardian is considered as family income and it causes a distortion of statistics of  families living in poverty.
10. Present services that are provided for child with disabilities do not take into consideration his environment and situation, excludes other family members.


Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities AND ITS OPTIONAL PROTOCOL EXECUTION GAPS AND SYSTEMIC FAULTS INTERFERING COMPREHENSIVE INTEGRATION OF cHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES
24 Article
Education
„2. In realizing this right, States Parties shall ensure that:
e) Effective individualized support measures are provided in environments that maximize academic and social development, consistent with the goal of full inclusion.“
1. Due to inadequate infrastructure and a lack of professional competence 7000 children with disabilities and/or special needs do not attend school institutions and does not receive educational services.
2. Lithuania allocates huge funds for  education, health and social integration of children with disabilities and/or special needs, but those facilities are not  individualized and are not transformed for a particular child. State funding for all children with special needs are higher (35 percent )  than ordinary children, but the use of funding is not regulated and/or audited. It creates preconditions to provide  poor quality services or even not to provide at all, even though the funding comes from the state. 
3. Usage of concepts is not harmonized in legislation of different ministries (for example: special needs).
25 Article
Health
„States Parties recognize that persons with disabilities have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination on the basis of disability. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure access for persons with disabilities to health services that are gender-sensitive, including health-related rehabilitation. In particular, States Parties shall:
b) Provide those health services needed by persons with disabilities specifically because of their disabilities, including early identification and intervention as appropriate, and services designed to minimize and prevent further disabilities, including among children and older persons;“

1. State funding for education, health and social integration for children with disabilities and/or special needs is distributed through the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Social Security and Labor, Ministry of Education. Due to the lack of the inter-institutional cooperation, the funds allocated by the state to finance services, do not reach many children.
26 Article
Habilitation and rehabilitation
„1. States Parties shall take effective and appropriate measures, including through peer support, to enable persons with disabilities to attain and maintain maximum independence, full physical, mental, social and vocational ability, and full inclusion and participation in all aspects of life. To that end, States Parties shall organize, strengthen and extend comprehensive habilitation and rehabilitation services and programmes, particularly in the areas of health, employment, education and social services, in such a way that these services and programmes:
      a) Begin at the earliest possible stage, and are based on the multidisciplinary assessment of individual needs and strengths;“
1. According to insufficient inter-institutional cooperation, there is a continuity of the old defective therapeutic attitude, where deficiencies are visible rather than opportunities. Due to the delay of identification of emotional and behavioral characteristics, early intervention services are not provided on time, so it is a precondition to  deprivation for children.
2. State social integration programs focuses on adults with disabilities, not on children.
27 straipsnis

Work and employment
„1. States Parties recognize the right of persons with disabilities to work, on an equal basis with others; this includes the right to the opportunity to gain a living by work freely chosen or accepted in a labour market and work environment that is open, inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities. States Parties shall safeguard and promote the realization of the right to work, including for those who acquire a disability during the course of employment, by taking appropriate steps, including through legislation, to, inter alia:
       d) Enable persons with disabilities to have effective access to general technical and vocational guidance programmes, placement services and vocational and continuing training;“

1. Children with mentally or complex disabilities and persons with disabilities from childhood have no opportunities to participate in funded vocational rehabilitation programs.

2. Children with mentally or complex disabilities who have completed compulsory education (10 classes), have no possibility of a handicraft or profession acquisition, so these persons become dependent on the state.
We would like the Committee to: 
Ask the responsible authorities of Lithuania to provide integration progress report of children with disabilities that reflects:
1. Present statistics and comparative review of children with disabilities;
2. accessibility of early intervention services;
3. progressive education services for children with disabilities, including mental and / or multi-handicapped and children with disabilities from birth, dedicated to ensure every child education programs and their availability;
4. State allocated funds for services, based on multidisciplinary needs and strengths assessment, for children with disabilities and / or special needs or children with disabilities from birth;
5. Children with disabilities, including mental and / or multi-handicapped and children with disabilities from birth vocational training programs;
6. Accessibility of integrated personalized services;
7. Audit results of administrated funds absorption allocated to ensure socialization of children with disabilities that are managed by different ministries (Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Social Security and Labor, Ministry of Education) which would reflect the personalized service availability, titles and costs. 
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